Summer craft Ideas for Catch the Reading Bug 2008
· Shaving cream marbling 

· Place shaving cream on a cookie sheet and marble food coloring through it
· Set a piece of paper or fabric in the shaving cream; it will come out marbled

· This is a fun way to create bookmarks

· You could also use this for beautiful insect wings 

· Un-dye (1/3 bleach: 2/3 water or use bleach pens)
· Draw
· Use foam stamps
· Be sure to put plastic between layers of fabric to prevent bleaching the other side

· Butterfly Puppets 
· Use a sample of wallpaper and cut out a butterfly pattern similar to valentine hearts with the paper folded in half
· Staple to a straw for a fun “floaty” friend; the butterfly will float best if you make just one set of wings from each piece of wallpaper
· Coffee filter butterflies

· Hand/Foot print butterflies

· “Draw” by perforating with a sharp point, then tear out

· Egg carton caterpillar/ants ~ Felt pieces can be cut out to tell Eric Carle’s Very Hungry Caterpillar

· Pom pon spider on elastic

· Spider suspended between two straws

· Paper plate spider with legs hanging down

· Black electric tape spider web on a wall with  moveable spiders

· Duct tape or colored masking tape creations

· Build a bug ~ this can be similar to a build-a-bear event; be sure to have an adult volunteer or staff member on hand to sew the creations together
· Bug mansion

· Use recycled mint tins

· Decorate with whatever you’d like to use up from your craft supply

· Butterfly nets (Wire hanger, netting, paint stirrer)

· Snail race- bugs move like Candyland (Colored dice)

· This can be a non-competitive game for all children to participate

· Bug Hotel-jokes inside, facts, poems, etc. 
· Make this overside with a Copy paper box or shoe box

· Cut out doors and windows with flaps kids can open

· Hide jokes, riddles, and facts about bugs inside

· Flea circus

· Ketchup lids with a flap make great frogs that can “eat” bugs 
· Use red pipe cleaners for tongues
· Put eyes on the top

· Itsy Bitsy on a cookie sheet with magnets
· Magnet book marks

· Garden Decorations

· Create items to attract butterflies to the library’s garden

· Decorate small flowerpots kids can take home
· ½ walnut on a marble for “bug” races down a ramp

· Rubber car from October Pack-o-Fun magazine (Pattern is on website)

· Ladybug with brass fastener to open wings

· Frog or bug that moves with straws

· Origami jumping frogs

· Bug on a tiny clothes pin to wear

· Very Hungry Caterpillar (Many circles stuck together with a face on the first one)

· Pipe cleaner spider with a knot in the middle as its body

This list was compiled at the South Central Library System SLP workshop on November 16, 2007.

